
1. Do you think it would be feasible to establish limits on the population size or density of the world’s 

largest cities? Why or why not? 

 

      Throughout many years and generations, population has grown at certain different rates in many of 

the countries’ largest cities. Population size and density in the world’s largest cities, like New York, 

Shanghai, Rio de Janeiro and many other cities are indeed very crowded because of the high number of 

people who live in those cities .A very high population in these days is a problem because the more 

people there is, the more difficult it is to of course move around in the city, and there is more economic 

problems and that would mean more people would be unemployed. If governments were to establish 

limits of population size or density in the cities, the law would certainly be possible to have positive 

results. 

      If the governments were to establish limits of a population on cities that are overcrowded, and make it 

become a law, the governments would get the results that they would be expecting, which is to see a 

population decrease. Coming from the government, people within the population of the city, would have 

to obey to have fewer children or no children at all. The government would see a decrease in fertility 

since not a lot of babies would be being born because of the law. If a family already had like two or three 

children, well that was it; they would no longer be allowed more children even if they wanted more 

family members. Some families would of course want more children, and would disobey the law and have 

way more children than they are allowed, but that would cost them a very expensive fine. This would be 

similar to the one-child policy in China, which has actually worked on keeping the fertility rate low 

because of the high population in Chinese cities. As seen in China, government has actually influenced 

the fertility rate, by introducing the one-child policy which has limited the Chinese population since 1979. 

The one-child policy in China only allows one child per couple but for some people there are a few 

exceptions. Chinese people that live in more poor, rural areas have the chance to have another child if 

their first child is a female, but in order to have another child the couples must wait five years in order to 

bring a new family member. In China people who disobey the policy, and have more than the children 

allowed, are actually are fined heavily and sometimes are forced to abort their children. 

    If governments were to install a policy like the one-child policy in large cities, like New York, the 

number of births in a year will actually be less and the fertility rate would decrease, making the large city 

less overcrowded. People within the largest cities may disagree with what the government tells them to 

do, but people know if they just do not obey they will suffer the consequences. 

  


